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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
• Past medical hx: 
• P HAD A TUMOR AND RIGHT EYE ENUCLEATED 1 YEAR AND 3 MONTHS AGO DUE TO 

SPINDLE CELL CARCINOMA STAGE 2. 
• P HAD TRIED TO PERFORM DENTAL CLEANING WITHOUT ANESTHESIA, BUT FELT P WAS 

IN DISCOMFORT. 
• LAST 2-3 WEEKS O OBSERVED MOUTH CHATTERING, SOMETIMES ASSOCIATED WITH 

STRESS. P SEEMS TO BE STRESSED OUT WHEN O LEAVES HIM ALONE. 
• P HAS BEEN ON ABX FOR 2 WEEKS. O BELIEVES THAT CHATTERING HAS STOPPED SINCE 

PATIENT HAS BEEN ON CLINDAMYCIN AND GABAPENTIN. 
• 3 NIGHTS AGO, P WAS LAYING ON A BLANKET AND O NOTED DARK BLOOD SPOTS. 

 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE HEAD  
 
Plain and post contrast studies are available for review.  
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The patient has a history of enucleation of the right eye.  
 
A ~ 4 by 3.5 by 3.5 cm sized soft tissue mass is noted in the right orbit. The mass fills the orbital 
space and extends into the right nasal and right oral cavities. Aggressive osteolysis of the right bony 
orbit, right zygomatic arch, maxillary nasal and palatine bone is seen. Non-uniform strong post 
contrast enhancement is noted within the mass. Lesion margins are ill-defined. There is a severe 
mass effect.  
 
Mild bilateral submandibular and retropharyngeal lymph node enlargement is noted. 
 
Multifocal periodontal disease is seen with horizontal atrophy of the alveolar crescent all quadrants. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Right orbital soft tissue mass with polyostotic aggressive osteolysis and extension into nasal 
and oral cavities  

• Mild reactive submandibular and retropharyngeal lymphadenopathy 
• Chronic periodontal disease 

 
INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The CT study reveals a soft tissue mass with aggressive biological behavior within the right orbital 
with paraorbital extension into the right nasal and oral cavities and polyostotic aggressive osteolysis. 
The findings are consistent with recurrent or residual spindle cell carcinoma and should be 
considered so until proven otherwise.  
 
The lymph node changes are mild and suggest reactive hyperplasia rather than metastatic disease, 
even though this cannot be excluded completely. FNA of the lymph nodes could be considered for 
further definition.  
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Consider surgical oncology referral for possible excision, debulking or palliative care. 
 
 

 
 
 
The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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